
Unit: 6 

Grade Level:  8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: Westward Expansion 
Pacing:  4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.2.E 
Analyze the concept of Manifest Destiny as 
a catalyst for change in American history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
6-8.AH.4.G.A 
Trace the changing boundaries of the 
United States and describe how it 
represents the changing relationships with 
its neighbors and Native Americans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 

● I can explain economic 
endeavors and hardships. 

● I can analyze displacement of 
Native Americans. 

● I can analyze and summarize 
how Manifest Destiny changed 
the United States. 
   

 
 

●  I can analyze and 
summarize causes and 
effects from the 
Mexican/American War. 

● I can analyze Texas Annexation. 
● I can trace the Gadsden 

Purchase. 
●  I can use maps to explain 

migration of people on 
Westward trails. 

● I can trace the Oregon Trail. 
● I can analyze and summarize how 

California and Utah became U.S. 
states.  

● I can examine and describe how 
Florida and Texas gained U.S. 
statehood.  

● I can identify the cause/effect of the 

Supporting Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A A.  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8.AH.4.CC.A  
Analyze the expansion of the United States 
in the early nineteenth century to trace 
U.S. growth and form hypotheses about 
future conflicts.  
6-8.AH.4.CC.B  
Evaluate the responses of North and South 
American leaders to the social, political, 
economic and religious challenges of the 
period. 
6-8.AH.4.CC.C  
Analyze the forced removal and 
resettlements of Native Americans to 
determine its impact on their cultures and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8-A-H-4-P-V-E A 
Analyze patterns of immigration to 
determine their impact on the cultural, 
social, political, and economic 
developments of the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8-A-H-G-A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c.1870.  

 

Trail of Tears.  
● I can analyze and summarize how 

westward expansion impacted laws 
● I can identify and explain how 

westward expansion impacted 
relations between settlers and 
Native Americans.  

● I can trace and describe the 
impact of the Santa Fe Trail 

 
 

● I can analyze impact the Gold 
Rush had on immigration. 

● I can analyze the impact 
immigration had on culture (social 
political, and economic) of the 
United States. 

● I can summarize the effects of 
westward expansion and its 
impact on immigration 

● I can explain how technology 
played a role in westward 
expansion 

 

● I can use maps to trace 
Manifest Destiny. 

● I can use maps to trace trade 
patterns during Westward 
Expansion. 

● I can use maps to trace 
Westward expansion. 

● I can label and create a map of the 
Santa Fe Trail.  

 

civilization. 
6-8-A-H-G-B 
B. Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.   
6-8-A-H-G-C 
C. Locate major cities of Missouri, the 
United States, and the world; states of the 
United States and key world nations; the 
world’s continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8-A.H.-4-CC-A 
A. Analyze the expansion of the United 
States in the early nineteenth century to 
trace U.S. growth and form hypotheses 
about future conflicts.  
6-8. A.H.-4-CC-C 
C. Analyze the forced removal and 
resettlements of Native Americans to d e t 
e r m i n e its impact on their cultures and 
civilizations. 
6-8.AH.4.GS.B  
Analyze landmark Supreme Court cases to 
determine the effect on the definition and 
expansion of federal power. 
6-8.AH.4.GS.C  
Explain how the principles of rule of law, 
separation of powers, checks and 
balances, and federalism were impacted 
by Jacksonian democracy 
6-8.AH.1.G.A  
 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.1.G.B  



 
 Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.  
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 
States, and the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.2.G.C 
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and community 
life. 
6-8.AH.4.G.A  
Trace the changing boundaries of the 
United States and describe how it 
represents the changing relationships with 
its neighbors and Native Americans.  
6-8.AH.4.G.B  
Assess Manifest Destiny in relation to 
push-pull factors, geographic features, and 
human environmental interactions to 
determine their influence on the movement 
of goods, people and ideas. 
6-8.AH.4.G.C  
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and community 
life c. 1812-1848. 
6-8.AH.5.G.C C.  
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 



those patterns on cultures and community 

life. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870 
6-8.AH.4.EC.B  
Explain how the expansion of 
industrialization, transportation and 
technological developments influenced 
different regions and the relationship 
among those regions. 
6-8.AH.4.EC.C  
Trace the continued development of the 
American economic system to explain how 
taxes, tariffs, and monetary policies were 
used to establish sustainability and growth. 
6-8.AH.1.PC.A  
Using an American history lens, describe 
how peoples’ perspectives shaped the 
sources/artifacts they created.  
6-8.AH.3.PC.D  
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine the extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize 
the promise of American ideals. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.E  
Analyze the artistic and intellectual 
achievements of early Americans to 
provide evidence of an emerging American 
identity. 
6-8.AH.4.PC.D 
Describe the culture and accomplishments 
of native American cultures to compare the 
various ways they responded to American 
expansion. 
6-8.AH.4.PC.E 



Analyze patterns of immigration to 
determine their impacts on the cultural, 
social, political and economic 
development. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  
 

Big Ideas: 
 
Political Change and economic 
crisis, Westward expansion, Indian 
Removal, and frontier life  
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

1.  How did U.S. expansion change 
the American Identity? 

2.  Why did American feel the need to 
expand? 

3.  What role did conflict play in 
Westward Expansion? 

4.  What role did technology play in 
Westward Expansion? 

 

Vocabulary: 
Suffrage 
Majority 
Whig Party 
Democratic Party 
Spoils System 
Nullification Act 
Depression 
Caucus 
Frontier 
Worcester v. Georgia 
Indian Removal Act 
Trail of Tears 
Revenue 
Clermont 
Erie Canal 
National Road 
Oregon Country 
Mountain men 
Oregon Trail 
Puebloan 
Santa Fe Trail 



Mission 
Dictator 
Alamo 
Siege 
Manifest Destiny 
Bear Flag Republic 
Treaty of Guadalupe-HIdalgo 
Mexican Cession 
Forty-Niner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


